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Subject::  "School  Dresses  for  Little  Girls."  Program  approved  "by  Bureau  of  Home 
Economics,  U.  S.  D.  A. 

Leaflet  available:    11  Dresses  for  the  Little  Girl." 

— ooOoo — 

"It's  a  sad  world,"  said  my  Next-Door  Neighbor,  plaintively. 

"What  makes  you  think  so?"  I  asked.  "You,  of  all  cheerful  people,  to  say  it's  a 
sad  world.'    What's  happened?" 

"Sally  Jean  started  off  to  school  this  morning  —  poor  little  thing  —  she  looked 
so  tiny.     I  almost  wept,  Aunt  Sammy.'" 

"Almost  wept  J    Why  should  you  weep,  when  your  young  niece  starts  to  school?  You 
should  weep  if  she  couldn't.1     Come  on  over  to  my  house,  and  read  to  me  while  I 
sew." 

MyyNeighbor  settled  herself  in  a  comfortable  rocking  chair,  and  turned  through  a 
magazine. 

"Here's  a  verse,"  she  said,  "that  reminds  me  of  Sally  Jean.    It's  called 

"Best  of  All" 

"You  know  what  I  like  best  of  all 
When  summer's  gone,  and  it  feels  like  fall? 
Not  yellow  leaves  in  my  g'ography  book, 
Hot  the  huddledy  way  open  fires  look, 
Nor  choc'late  pudding — it  isn't  that J 
Nod'-. even  my  fuzzy  red  coat  and  hat. 

"What  I  like  best,  and  best  of  all, 
When  summer's  gone,  and  it  feels  like  fall, 
Are  nice  sharp  pencils,  green  and  blue, 
A  pink  eraser,  spandy-new, 
And  a  pencil-box  with  a  really  key 
That  nobody  else  can  turn  but  me.'" 

"Just  like  Sally  Jean,"  murmured  my  Neighbor.     "She  was  so  proud  of  her  new  red 
pencils.    Do  you  suppose,  Aunt  Sammy,  that  she  will  be  lonesome  for  me  this  morn- 
ins?" 


Well,  ^  I  saw  it  was  high  time  for  rne  to  take  my  friend  in  hand,  and  do  something 
drastic — or  she  would  be  weeping  on  my  shoulder. 
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"'Look  here,"  I  said.  "Sally  Jean  is  all  right.  She  has  an  under  standing  teacher, 
who  willlook  out  for  her.  How  I'm  going  to  plan  a  radio  program  on  'School  Dresse 
for  Little  Girls,  »  and  — " 

"School  dresses  .'"  exclaimed  my  Neighbor.     "Let  me  do  it.'     I've  made  some  of  the 
most  adorable  dresses  for  Sally  Jean.'    Do  you  know,  Aunt  Sammy,  that  the  prettiest 
school  dresses  are  the  simplest?    Many  fond  parents,  and  also  relatives,  have  the 
mistaken  idea  that  children's  clothes,  in  order  to  be  attractive,  must  "be  elabora- 
tely trimmed  with  tucks,  and  fussy  embroidery,  and  lace,  and  heaven  knows  what  j'V; 
else.    All  these  frills  detract  from  the  child,  and  are  likely  to  make  her  con- 
scious of  herself  and  her  clothes.     The  most  effective  designs  are  the  most  simple 
All  Sally  Jean's  school  dresses  are  the  si, /ply-made  kind,  easily-laundered,  and 
comfortable  to  wear.     I  put  all  the  hems  in  by  hand,  so  that  as  Sally  Jeans  grows, 
the  hems  can  be  easily  let  down.     Isn't  that  a  good  idea,  Aunt  Sammy?" 

"Excellent.    What  materials  are  popular  this  year,  for  little  girls'  school 
dresses?" 

"Lots  of  pretty  ones,"  answered  my  Neighbor.    "Checked  and  plaid  ginghams  are  as 
popular  as  they  were  when  you  and  I  went  to  school.     Then  there  are  other  good- 
looking  cottons,  printed  with  tweed  designs,  with  quaint  floral  patterns,  and  with 
geometric  figures.    Dark  backgrounds  with  bright  designs  are  practical  for  school 
dresses. 

"The  new  woolens  are  soft  and  lovely.    Have  you  seen  the  new  basket  weave  fabric? 
It's  a  combination  of  yarns,  such  as  cotton  and  wool.    There  is  little  shrinkage 
in  this  material,  and  in  the  plaid  designs  which  are  tub-fast,  it  is  practical 
for  school  wear. 

"Then  there  are  tweends  and  unfinished  worsteds,  wool  pique,  wool  georgette,  plain 
cashmeres,  and  the  good  old  stand— by  challie.    There  are  beautiful  designs  in 
challie  this  fall.    One  of  Sally  Jean's  prettiest  dresses  is  made  of  wool  challie, 
in  nasturtium  shades.     It  is  a  shirt  type  of  dress,  with  a  yoke  across  the  back, 
set- in  shirt  sleeves,  and  fullness  gathered  to  a  low  shoulder.     I  finished  the 
front  opening  as  a  continuous  placket,  and  fastened  it  with  three  loops  and 
buttons. 

"Another  challie  dress,  with  red  and  blue  figures  on  a  tan  background,  is  made  ■  .2 
with  raglan  sleeves.    This  dress  has  plaits  from  the  shoulders,  in  front,  to  add 
the  necessary  fullness,  one  button  and  a  loop  make  the  fastening,  and  the  only 
trimming  is  a  harmonizing  bias  binding.     Since  this  dress  does  not  have  bloomers 
to  match,  I  made  it  two  inches  longer  than  if  it  were  worn  with  bloomers  of  the 
same  material.     I  like  raglan  sleeves  in  a  child's  dress  —  they  are  really  more 
comfortable  than  either  the  set-in  or  the  kimono  sleeve.     They  are  more  easily 
made  than  set-in  sleeves,  require  no  fitting,  and  they  allow  room  for  growth  with- 
out making  the  dress  look  too  broad  across  the  shoulders. 

"Every  one  of  Sally  Jean's  costumes  has  at  least  one  pocket;  if  pockets  would 
spoil  the  design  of  the  dress.  I  put  one  in  the  bloomers.    And  also,  every  one  of 
her  dresses  is  made  with  fastenings  and  openings  so  simple  that  she  can  take  her 
dress  off,  and  put  it  on,  without  my  help.    You  see  I  want  to  do  all  I  can  to  help 
her  develop  independence.     Is  that  an  up-to-date  idea?" 

"Absolutely,"  I  said.  "And  Sally  Jean  is  one  of  the  best-dressed  little  girls  in 
the  neighborhood." 
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11  Thank  you,"  said  my  Neighbor.     "I've  found  out  that  It's  easy  to  dress  a  child 
attraciiioly,*  .  Nice  color  combinations,  good  workmanship,  simple  and  suitable  1*  .-• 
lines  for  her  figure,  and  appropriate  materials  all  go  to  make  a  little  girl  well 
dressed.     I  let  Sally  Jean  help  choose  materials  for  her  dresses;  I  think  this  wll 
stimulate  her  interest  in  colors  and  materials,  and  she'll  come  to  appreciate  good 
design,  and  so  on. 

"There,  Aunt  Sammy,  I've  given  you  a  lot  of  ideas  about  school  dresses  for  little 
girls.    May  I  go  now?    Sally  Jean  will  be  home  for  lunch  pretty  soon.    Maybe  you 
think  I  won't  be  glad  to  see  the  child.'" 


My  Neighbor  spoke  as  if  her  niece  had  been  gone  for  seven  years,  at  least.     I  knov. 
just  how  she  feels  —  it  hasn't  been  very  long  since  Billy  trudged  off  to  school 
for  the  first  time  — 

Before  I  leave  today,  I  want  to  call  your  attention  to  one  of  the  most  attractive 
leaflets  which  has  ever  been  printed  by  the  Bureau  of  Home  Economics.     This  leaf- 
let is  Number  26,  "Dresses  for  the  Little  Girl."     If  you  like  to  sew,  and  want 
some  new  ideas,  you'll  be  glad  to  get  this  leaflet.     It  is  free,  and  I'll  send  it 
in  exchange  for  your  name  and  address.    My  Neighbor  used  it,  when  she  made  Sally 
Jean's  school  dresses. 

Today's  menu  is  a  particularly  good  one  for  school  children;  it  includes  Crisp 
Bacon;  Black  Eyed  Peas;  New  Pall  Spinach;  Hot  Scalloped  Apples;  Eresh  Pears, 
and  Cookies. 

If  I  had  time,  I'd  broadcast  the  recipe  for  Hot  Scalloped  Apples;  however,  it's 
on  page  eleven,  in  the  radio  cookbook,   so  a  good  many  of  you  have  it. 

Once  more,  the  menu:     Crisp  Bacon;  Black  Eyed  Peas;  New  Eall  Spinach;  Hot 
Scalloped  Apples;  Eresh  Pears,  and  Cookies. 

Tomorrow:     "Eall  Care  of  House  Plants." 
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